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TASMANIAN  MUSEUM  AND  BOTANICAL  GARDENS:  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  30th  JUNE,  1921. 


Trustees. 

During  the  year  10  meetings  were  held.  A  list  of  the 
Trustees,  together  with  their  attendance  at  meetings, 
is  shown  below  :  — 

(Number  of  Meetings  held,  10.) 

Official  Trustees — 

His  Honour,  the  Chief  Justice  .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  Chief  Secretary .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Lands  .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  President,  Legislative 

Council . . .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  House  of  Assembly  Nil 


Crown  Trustee — 

Hector  Ross,  Esq .  4 

Trustees  Elected  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Tasmania — 

Dr.  A.  H.  Clarke,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(Chairman)  .  10 

W.  H.  Clemes,  Esq.,  B.A-,  B.Sc .  6 

Dr.  W.  L.  Crowther,  D.S.O.,  M.B .  9 

W.  H.  Cummins,  Esq.,  A  I.A.C.  (elected 

March,  1921)  .  2 

L.  Dechaineux,  Esq.  (resigned  February)  2 

J.  A.  Johnson,  Esq.,  M.A .  8 

L.  Rodway,  Esq.,  C.M.G .  10 


General  Position. 

During  the  last  year  the  financial  position  of  the 
Museum  became  so  precarious  that  the  Trustees  invited 
the  Hon.  the  Chief  Secretary  to  meet  them  and  discuss 
the  position. 


A  meeting  took  place  of  an  informal  character,  and 
a  scheme  was  put  before  the  Minister  making  provision 
for  certain  matters  which  require  urgent  attention. 
Among  the  more  important  were  the  services  of  a  tax¬ 
idermist,  which  is  necessary  if  the  skins  in  our  collection 
are  to  be  preserved,  otherwise  the  State  is  suffering  a  con¬ 
siderable  loss  owing  to  deterioration  of  specimens. 

Another  urgent  matter  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Hon.  the  Chief  Secretary  was  the  need  for  clerical 
assistance,  in  order  to  prepare  a  catalogue  of  our  collec¬ 
tion,  and  also  to  undertake  some  of  the  clerical  work 
which  is  a  present  done  by  the  Curator,  and  release  him 
for  work  in  the  Museum,  which  cannot  be  undertaken 
by  any  other  member  of  the  staff,  and  which  required 
immediate  attention.  The  urgent  necessity  of  increas¬ 
ing  the  salaries  of  the  staff,  who  were  seriously  under¬ 
paid,  was  also  pointed  out.  In  order  to  carry  out  this 
scheme,  the  smallest  amount  which  would  be  adequate 
was  an  annual  grant  of  £1300.  The  actual  grant  which 
was  voted  by  Parliament  was  £1000,  which,  though 
acceptable,  did  not  permit  the  Trustees  to  carry  out  any 
portion  of  the  proposed  scheme,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  staff. 

The  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  acquisition 
and  mounting  of  the  Nototherium  amounted  to,  approxi¬ 
mately,  £225,  which  has  made  a  great  inroad  into  our 
annual  grant.  This  specimen  is  of  very  great  scientific, 
and  even  of  monetary,  value  (it  is  estimated  to  be  worth 
£5000),  and  has  attracted  the  attention  of  paleontolo¬ 
gists  all  over  the  world.  The  Government  has  been 
asked  to  make  a  special  grant  to  the  Trustees  to  meet 
this  expenditure. 

As  a  result  of  this  unforeseen  expenditure;  the  Trus¬ 
tees  have  been  left,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  an  ovjr- 
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draft  amounting  to  <£140,  and  they  have  been  in  con¬ 
siderable  difficulties,  as  their  bank  went  so  far  as  to 
refuse  to  honour  their  cheques. 

A  sum  of  £5000  was  voted  for  the  erection  of  a  War 
Museum,  to  be  an  extension  of  the  present  Museum 
building,  and  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Museum 
Trustees,  but  owing  to  financial  stringency,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has,  up  to  the  present,  been  unable  to  proceed 
with  the  building. 

This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  the  public  so  soon, 
forget  the  momentous  times  of  the  Great  War,  and  no 
doubt  many  interesting  exhibits  which  were  in  private 
hands  will  have  been  dispersed,  and  so  lost  to  the 
Museum. 

The  insurance  on  the  Museum  and  its  contents  has 
been  transferred  to  the  State  Insurance  Department, 
but  the  Trustees  wish  to  point  out  that  the  collections, 
which  are  worth  anything  up  to  £100,000,  are  only 
insured  for  £14,000,  and  the  Trustees  are  of  opinion 
that  as  the  Museum  and  its  contents  are  the  property  of 
the  State,  the  Government  should  be  responsible  that 
they  are  adequately  covered  by  insurance. 

In  connection  .with  this  matter,  it  should.be  pointed 
out  that  spirits  and  other  inflammable  material  are  stored 
-  under  the  Royal  Society’s  library.  It  is  most  desirable 
that  a  properly-constructed  fire-proof  store  should  be 
constructed  for  the  housing  of  such  dangerous  material. 

During  the  past  year  the  Trustees  have  been  informed 
of  several  interesting  discoveries  in  different  parts  of  the 
State.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Curator,  or  other 
equally  qualified  persons,  should  immediately'  investi¬ 
gate  such  localities,  but,  unfortunately,  owing  to  lack 
of  funds,  and  to  the  Curator  not  having  sufficient  staff 
to  enable  him  to  leave  at  short  notice,  it  has  not  always 
been  possible  to  follow  up  such  information,  and  some 
valuable  material  has  been  lost. 

The  Trustees  desire  to  express  their  satisfaction  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  staff  has  carried  out  their  duties 
during  the  term  under  review. 

In  this  connection  the  Trustees  wish  to  record  their 
appreciation  of  the  faithful  service  which  has  been  given 
by  Mr.  Arnold  for  so  many  years.  It  is  now  38  years 
since  Mr.  Arnold  joined  the  staff  of  the  Museum,  and 
his  knowledge  of  the  history  and  of  the  character  of  the 
specimens  in  the  collection  is  very  comprehensive,  and 
has  been  of  incalculable  value  to  the  Curators,  in  the 
management  of  the  Museum. 

During  the  year,  G.  Clark,  junior  assistant,  resigned 
from  the  staff  of  the  institution.  F.  Long  has  been 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  commenced  his  duties 
on  1st  June. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  present  Museum  staff:  — 

Clive  E.  Lord,  Curator  and  Secretary;  appointed  1st 
January,  1918. 

John  Arnold,  Chief  Assistant  ;  appointed  1st  Octo¬ 
ber,  1883. 

F.  Long,  Junior  Assistant;  appointed  1st  June, 
1921. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees — 

ARTHUR  H.  CLARKE,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CURATOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  30th  JUNE,  1921. 

The  Tasmanian  Museum, 

2nd  July,  1921. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  upon  the  general  woark  of 
the  institution  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1921. 


General- 

During  the  past  year  every  attempt  has  been  made  to- 
carry  out'  a  progressive  policy.  A  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  given  effect  to,  but  others  had  to  be 
held  over  owing  to  the  financial  position.  It  is  greatly 
to  be  regretted  that  the  Government  could  not  see  its 
way  to  provide  the  Museum  and  Art  Gallery  with  the 
funds  necessary  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  institution. 
Iff  this  connection  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  remarks  made 
in  my  last  report,  as,  although  the  vote  has  been 
increased,  the  increase  was  merely  sufficient  to  pay 
increased  salaries  to  the  staff.  With  the  increased  col¬ 
lections,  &c.-,  it  is  annually  becoming  a  more  difficult 
matter  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  institution  in  an  effi¬ 
cient  manner  with  the  limited  financial  grant  which  is 
allowed. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  point  out  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  .  Museum  to  maintain  a  progressive  jand 
educational  policy,  unless  the  necessary  funds  are  pro¬ 
vided.  -  '  «• 

Registering  and  Safeguarding  Specimens. 

I  regret  to  report  that  the  position  as  regards  register¬ 
ing  and  safeguarding  specimens  is  the  same  as  when  last 
year’s  report  was  presented.  I  beg  to  again  draw  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  both  the  Trustees  and  the  Museum 
staff  are  placed  in  a  very  unfair  position  in  this  regard. 
They  hold  in  trust  for  the  State  property  wjjiich  has  been 
valued,  approximately,  at  £100,000,  and  yet  are  not 
provided  with  sufficient  funds  to  allow  such  property  to 
be  properly  catalogued  and  registered. 

General  Gallery. 

During  the  past  year  considerable  work  has  been  done 
done  in  the  Gallery.  The  setting-up  of  the  N  ototherium 
skeleton,  in  a  case  specially  built  for  it,  made  a 
rearrangement  of  the  remaining  cases  necessary.  This 
work  was  carried  out,  and,  in  addition,  it  was  resolved 
to  recolour  the  interior  of  all  the  cases  in  the  Gallery. 
The  black  backgrounds  were  done  away  with,  and  the 
whole  of  the  interiors  are  now  white.  Taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  lighting  arrangements  of  this  Gallery,  and 
the  class  of  specimens  to  be  exhibited,  the  new  scheme 
shows  considerable  improvement  on  the  old  arrangement. 

Tasmanian  Gallery- 

The  whole  of  the  labels  on  the  Tasmanian  mammals 
have  been  revised  and  reprinted.  This  has  given  the 
cases  an  improved  appearance,  but  the  need  for  a  tax¬ 
idermists,  to  be  permanently  attached  to  the  staff,  is  very 
apparent  when  examining  the  specimens  which  we  have 
displayed  in  this  GallerjL 

Geological  Gallery. 

Apart  from  the  usual  routine  work,  which,  of  neces¬ 
sity,  takes  place  in  every  gallery  during  each  year,  there 
were  few  changes  or  additions  of  any  importance  in  this 
Gallery  during  the  past  12  months. 

Tasmanian  Ethnological  and  Historical  Gallery. 

During  the  year  a  complete  list  of  the  Osteological 
specimens  in  the  Museum  relating  to  Homo  tasmaniensis 
was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Crowther  and  myself,  and  published 
in  the  “  Papers  and  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Tasmania  for  1921.”  This  catalogue  will  be  of  consider¬ 
able  use  for  Museum  purposes,  as  well  as  affording  accept¬ 
able  data  to  ethnologists  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Owing  to  Dr-  G.  A.  Horne,  of  Melbourne,  visiting  Tas¬ 
mania  on  two  occasions  in  connection  with  his  desire  to' 
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orm  a  collection  of  Tasmanian  aboriginal  stone  imple¬ 
ments,  the  opportunity  was  taken  of  revising  the  Museum 
collection  of  these  implements,  and  two  additional  cases 
have  been  placed  in  the  Gallery  in  order  that  a  larger 
collection  of  these  interesting  specimens  may  be  shown. 


Ethnological  Gallery. 

I  desire  to  again  call  attention  to  the  remarks  made  in 
my  last  report,  -concerning  the  need  .for  more  efficient 
protection  as  regards  the  specimens  in  this  Gallery. 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  Gallery.  ,v 

The  need  for  many  structural  alterations  to  the  cases 
in  this  Gallery  has  longcbeeh  apparent.  This  work  can¬ 
not  be  undertaken  with  the  funds  at  present  available. 
At  the  present  time  some  slight  alterations  as  regards 
the  method  of  display  of  the  specimens  are  being  carried 
out.  <■  '  *  < 

i 

Art  Gallery. 

During  the  year  several  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
Art  Gallery.  Owing,  however,  to  the  pressing  nature 
of  the  work  in  other  sections  of  the  institution,  and  the 
lack  of  funds,  nbt  a  great  deal  could  be  done  as  regards 
progress  in  the  Gallery.  "" 

Presentations . 

A  large  number  of  presentations  were  made  to  the 
Museum  during  the  past  year,  and  certain  of  these  were 
of  considerable  value.  A  large  n  timber  of  war 
relics  were  offered  to  the  institution  during  the  year, 
but  only  a  percentage  of  these  could  be  accepted  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  storing.  The  remainder  have  been 
deferred  pending  the  erection  of  the  War  Museum.  * 

Publications . 

During  the  last  12  months  several  papers  relating  to 
Museum  specimens  were  published,  chiefly  in  -the 
“  Papers  and  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Tas¬ 
mania.”  A  considerable  amount  of  such  work  has  been 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  H.  H.  Scott,  Curator  of  the 
Victoria  Museum,  Launceston;  and  it  is  pleasant  to 
report  that  the  two  institutions  are  working  together 
in  such  a  friendly  manner. 


Field  Work. 

Owing  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Director  of  the  Tasmanian 
Government  Tourist  Bureau,  a  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Mole  Creek  Caves  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
osteological  specimens  which  occur  in  many  of  the  under¬ 
ground  caverns.  Some  valuable  material  was  gathered, 
and  the  district  appears  to  offer  good  possibilities  to  the 
collector. 

Several  other  localities  were  visited  in  the  interests  of 
the  Museum,  but  owing  to  the  conditions  under  which 
the  work  of  the  Museum  has,  of  necessity,  to  be  carried 
on,  it  is  impossible  at  present -to  devote  much  time  to 
field  work. 

Several  requests  have  been  made  during  the  year  for 
a  representative  of  the  Museum  to  visit  localities  where 
there  was  reported  to  be  interesting  material  for  investi¬ 
gation,  but  in  most  cases  it  was  not  possible  to  find  suffi¬ 
cient  time  to  carry  out  this  work.  This  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted,  as  many  valuable  and  interesting  specimens 
are  lost  owing  to  the  abovementioned  cause. 

I  have,  &c., 

CLIVE  E.  LORD,  < 

Curator  and  Secretary. 

The  Trustees,  Tasmanian  Museum  and  Art  Gallery. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
BOTANICAL  GARDENS. 

The  Botanical  Gardens, 

1st  July,  1921. 

Gentlemen, 

,  i 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  report  on  the  Botanical 
Gardens  for  the  Year,  1920. 

The  severe  drought  experienced  during  the  past  three 
seasons  has  seriously  affected  many  plants,  some  of  which 
have  succumbed  to  its  influence,  and  it  will  be  some  con¬ 
siderable  time  before  others  assume  their  ordinary 
appearance.  The  scarcity  of  a  proper  water  service  at  a 
critical  juncture  is  of  periodical  occurrence,  and  will 
always  be,  until  the  service  has  been  increased  by  a  larger 
water-pipe.  At  present  there  is  only  sufficient  to  irri¬ 
gate  the  lawns  and  flowering  plants,  many  valuable 
shrubs  being  lost  for  want  of  an  adequate  supply. 

Plant  Houses. 

In  the  conservatory  the  plants  have  received  careful 
attention,  the  display  of  tuberous-rooted  begonias,  glox¬ 
inias,  calceolarias,  cinerarias,  pelargoniums,  and  primu¬ 
las  were  all  that  could  be  desired.  Many  of  the  plants 
in  the  stove  are  becoming  too  large  for  the  size  of  the 
house  provided,  and  it  is  becoming  yearly  a  necessity 
that  a  larger  house  be  built  wherein  to  house  the  fine 
collection  in  the  near  future. 

Bush  House. 

The  camellias,  ghent,  and  mollis  agaleas,  flowered'well 
in  the  early  spring.  Lapagerias’  alba  and  rosea  have 
given  a  wealth  of  bloom  during  The  winter  months. 

Lawn  and  Flower  Beds. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  lack  of  rain,  the  lawns 
are  in  good  condition-  The  flower  beds  have  been  gay 
with  successions  of  flowering  plants — salvias,  phlox  drum- 
mondii,  daphlias,  Ct.  Bridget  anemone,  ranunculus, 
tulips,  iris,  primulas,  and  winter  marigolds, '  &c.,  being 
the  prominent  features. 

Nursery  Yard. 

In  the  nursery  a  fairly  large  stock  of  useful  plants  are 
grown  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the  conservatory, 
gardens,  and  exchange.  ■  ■ 

Vote.  " 

The  Government  were  graciously  pleased  to  increase 
the  vote  from  £1150  to  £1300  per  annum,  together  with 
a  vote  for  painting,  asphalt,  &c.  The  whole  of  the  glass¬ 
houses  have  been  given  two  coats  of  paint  on  the  inside, 
and  several  of  them  repaired  and  painted  outside. 
Thirty  loads'  of  ashphalt  are  now  being  laid  down  on  the 
oaths,  particularly  the  broad  path  leading  down  the 
centre  of  the  garden.  A  small  glass-house  has  been 
rebuilt  in  the  nursery-yard  during  the  year,  and  a  small 
bush-house  erected  and  planted  with  Tasmanian  berry 
plants. 

Labour. 

I  desire  to  tender  thanks  to  the  Governor  of  the  Gaol 
for  additional  labour  supplied  throughout  the  year. 

Bands- 

During  the  winter  season  the  I.X.L.,  Military,  and 
North  Hobart  Bands  have  given  selections  of  music 
on  Sunday  afternoon  to  large  crowds  of  visitors. 

Visitors. 

The  number  of  visitors  were,  approximately,  70,000 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1920.  It  is  pleasing 
to  record  that  since  the  alteration  of  opening  the  gardens 
to  the  public  from  2  p.m.  to  10  a.m.,  a  largely  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  visitors  gladly  avail  themselves  of  a  quiet 
stroll  through  the  gardens  on  Sunday  mornings. 
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General  Remarks. 

The  borders  generally  have  received  every  attention, 
a  good  supply  of  flowers  being  maintained ;  pruning, 
tying,  staking,  planting,  and  transplanting  have  been 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  ending  December,  1920,  was 
15'98  inches;  and  for  the  half-year  ending  30th  June, 
.1921,  5‘98  inches. 


Plants,  Seeds,  efcc. 

Plants  were  received  at  the  Gardens  from — 

The  Melbourne  Botanic  Gardens. 

Launceston — Mr.  F.  Walker. 

Goulburn,  New  South  Wales — Goulburn  Nursery 
Company. 

Sulphur  Creek — The  Darwin  Nursery. 

New  Zealand,  Wanganui — Mr.  McGuier. 

Plants  were  sent  from  the  Gardens  to — 

The  Melbourne  Botanic  Gardens. 

Launceston — Mr.  F.  Walker. 

New  South  Wales — Goulburn  Nursery  Co. 

Sulphur  Creek — The  Darwin  Nursery,  Mr.  Overall- 
New  Zealand,  Wanganui — Mr.  McGuier. 

I  have,  &c-, 

JOHN  WARDMAN,  Superintendent. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Trustees. 


THE  BOTANICAL  GARDENS. 


Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Year  Ending  30 th  June, 


1921. 

Receipts.  £  s.  d. 

Balance  brought  forward,  30/6/20  .  28  13  7 

Government  grant” . .  .  1,300  0  0 

Sale  of  plants,  &c.  . .  .  .  . .  ...  67  13  4 


Total  Receipts  .  £1,396  6  11 


Payments.  £  s.  d. 

Salaries  and  wages  . -  ...  ... .  1,214  6  0 

Materials .  133  18  4 

Insurances . .  ...  4  8  0 

Light  and  fuel .  13  12  2 

Cartage,  &c-  .  Ill  6 

Telephone . .  8  12  6 

Sundries .  .  9  8  3 

Bank  charges . .  0  12  4 

Balance  carried  forward  .  9  17  10 


Total  Payments  .  £1,396  6  11 


2nd  July,  1921. 


CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Secretary  to  the  Trustees. 


THE  TASMANIAN  MUSEUM  AND  ART 
GALLERY*. 


Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Year  Ending  30 th  June, 

1921. 


Receipts.  £  s.  d. 

Government  grant  .  1,000  0  0 

Rent,  Franklin  Island  (part)-  ,-r.  . .  2  10  0 

Dr.  balance  carried  forward  30/6/21  ...  136  3  6 


Total  Receipts .  £1,138  13  6 


Payments.  £  s.  d. 

Balance  brought  forward,  30/6/20  .  11  19  3 

Salaries .  708  10  0 

Materials .  16  14  0 

Specimens,  cases,  &c .  246  5  0 

Rates .  26  10  0 

Insurances  ..:  . 27  12  6 

Repairs . 34  9  9 

Light  and  fuel . 6  11  6 

Office  .  38  17  11 

Telephone  . . 8  7  4 

Freight,  cartage,  &c .  1 1  14  9 

Bank  charges . 1  1  6 


Total  Payments  .  . .  £1,138  13  6 


2nd  July,  1921. 


CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Curator  and  Secretary. 
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THE  TASMANIAN  MUSEUM  AND  BOTANICAL  GARDENS:  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  30th  JUNE,  1922. 


Trustees. 

During  tire  year  11  meetings  were  held.  A  list  of  the 
Trustees,  together  with  their  attendance  at  meetings,  is 
shown  below :  — 

(Number  of  Meetings  held,  11.) 

Official  Trustees — 

His  Honour  the  Chief  J ustice  .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  Chief  Secretary  (Sir  E. 

Lewis,  K.C.M.G.) .  1 

The  Hon-  the  Minister  for  Lands .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  President,  Legislative 

Council . 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  House  of  Assembly  Nil 

Crown  Trustees — 

Hector  Ross,  Esq .  2 

Trustees  Elected  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Tasmania — 

Dr.  A.  H.  Clarke,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(Chairman,  resigned  March,  1922) .  4 

L.  Rodwav,  Esq.,  C.M.G.  (Chairman, 


elected  April,  1922)  ...  .; .  10 

W.  H-  Clemes,  Esq.,  B.A.,  B.Sc .  8 

W.  H.  Cummins,  Esq.,  A.I.A.C .  9 

J.  A.  Johnson,  Esq.,  M.A .  10 

Dr.  Gregory  Sprott,  M.D.,  C.M .  2 


During  the  course  of  last  year  routine  work  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  at  the  Tasmanian  Museum  and  Botanical 
Gardens  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  was  possible  with 
the  small  vote  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trust- 


The  staff  is  altogether  too  small,  and  to  reduce  pilfer¬ 
ing  and  check  objectionable  occurrences  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  increased. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  Museum  should  be  open  on 
Sundays,  but  that  is  quite  out  of  the  question  until  the 
attendance  is  sufficiently  increased  to  safeguard  the 
exhibits. 

The  progress  of  the  Museum,  as  regards  the  display 
of  new  exhibits,  is  not  up  to  the  standard  it  should'  be, 
because  there  is  no  taxidermist  on  the  staff. 

There  should  also  be  on  the  staff  a  collector  whose  sole 
duty  it  would  be  to  travel  about  Tasmania  and  procure 
material  for  the  Museum  and  Gardens.  The  fossil 
deposits  alone  should  provide  ample  scope  for  such  an 
officer. 

The  Curator  has  managed  to  obtain  for  us  the  section 
of  Mr.  Beattie’s  unique  historical  collection,  which  deals 
more  particularly  with  the  Tasmanian  aborigines.  It 
would  have  been  a  regrettable  loss  had  it  been  allowed 
to  leave  the  State. 

The  War  Museum  still  hangs  between  heaven  and. 
earth.  It  is  most  desirable  it  should  be  gone  on  with 
before  war  mementoes  shall  have  become  hopelessly  dis¬ 
persed  and  the  war  itself  be  practically  forgotten,  par¬ 
ticularly  so  as  there  are  over  40  cases  of  exhibits  at 
present  stored  away  awaiting  display. 

Guide-books  to  the  Museum  and  Gardens  are  urgently 
desired.  If  properly  designed  and  carried  out  the  cost 
to  the  Government  should  be  little  or  nothing.  The 
charge  for  the  guides  should  nearly  equal  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction. 
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If  the  Trust  had  money  for  the  purpose,  it  would  be 
a  good  move  to  publish  small  handbooks  illustrating  the 
various  scientific  objects  of  interest  to  be  found  in  the 
State. 

The  Museum  is  being  strangled  for  want  of  space, 
and  the  cellars  are  crammed  with  material  which  cannot 
be  exhibited.  A  technologic  gallery  would  not  only  be 
of  interest  to  the  people,  but  would  be  of  considerable 
educational  value,  besides  being  a  perennial  exhibition 
of  Tasmania’s  products. 

The  Tasmanian  Gallery  requires  considerable  exten¬ 
sion,  as  we  have  quantities  of  valuable  material  which 
cannot  be  placed  on  view  for  want  of  space. 

The  Art  Gallery  is  in  a  state  of  stagnation  simply 
because  there  are  no  funds  available  to  enable  us  to 
obtain  loan  collections  from  elsewhere.  The  Art-  Gallery 
simply  drifts  along,  existing  on  what  support  can  be 
diverted  from  the  Museum  vote. 

Being  no  other  accommodation,  all  inflammable 
material  is  at  present  stored  below  the  Royal  Society’s 
room-  This  will,  in  case  of  fire,  insure  a  complete 
destruction  of  at  least  this  wing  of  the  building.  If 
the  Government  will  not  build  an  efficient  magazine, 
they  might  insure  for  the  full  value  without  premium. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees — 

L.  RODWAY,  C.M.G.,  Chairman. 

1st  July,  1922. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CURATOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  30th  JUNE,  1922. 

The  Tasmanian  Museum, 

3rd  July,  1922. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  general  work  of 
the  institution  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1922. 

General. 

The  past  year’s  work  shows  an  advance  in  several 
directions.  The  rearrangement  of  the  office,  and  the 
additional  clerical  asistance  has  been  found  a  distinct 
benefit,  and  will  undoubtedly  reflect  upon  the  progress 
of  the  institution  as  a  whole.  The  financial  position 
also  shows  a  marked  improvement  on  that  of  former 
years,  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  before  it  can 
be  claimed  that  the  Museum  is  able  to  take  its  correct 
place  in  the  community  as  a  modern  educational  factor. 
In  particular  I  might  draw  attention  for  the  need  of 
funds  being  provided  in  order  to  employ  a  taxidermist. 

General  Gallery. 

In  the  above  gallery  the  rearrangement  of  cases  has 
been  completed,  together  with  the  recolouring  of  most 
of  them.  This  work,  together  with  several  additions  in 
the  way  of  large  specimens,  now  makes  this  gallery  one 
of  the  most  interesting  in  the  Museum.  The  exhibition 
of  the  Nototherium  specimen  has  created  considerable 
interest,  not  only  among  local  visitors  but  also  among 
those  from  overseas- 


Tasmanian  Gallery. 

A  slight  rearrangement  was  necessitated  in  this  gal¬ 
lery  owing  to  the  extension  of  the  office,  and  portion 
of  the  gallery  had  to  be  given  up  in  order  to  meet  the 
demand  for  increased  office  accommodation.  The  whole 
of  the  cases  in  this  gallery  have  been  recoloured,  and 
the  general  appearance  is  thereby  considerably 
improved. 


Geological  Gallery. 

The  geological  gallery  needs  considerable  additions 
in  order  to  bring  it  up  to  date.  This  work  cannot  be 
undertaken  by  the  Museum  staff  at  present,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  during  the  coming  year  an  effort  be  made 
to  obtain  assistance  in  this  direction  from  the  Geological 
Survey  of  Tasmania. 

Tasmanian  Ethnological  and  Historical  Gallery. 

A  complete  rearrangement  has  been  made  in  this  gal¬ 
lery.  The  central  case  has  been  done  away  with,  and 
the  specimens  are  shown  to  very  much  better  advantage 
under  the  new  system.  A  new  wall-case  has  been 
erected,  in  which  are  displayed  the  Tasmanian  aborigi¬ 
nal  crania  belonging  to  the  Museum  collection.  This 
forms  the  largest  single  collection  in  the  world  of  the 
osteological  relics  of  this  extinct  and  interesting  race, 
and  this  exhibit  will  doubtless  be  of  great  interest  to 
visiting  scientists. 


Ethnological  Gallery. 

*  I  desire  to  again  call  attention  to  the  remarks  made  in 
my  previous  report  concerning  the  need  for  more 
effectual  protection  as  regards  the  specimens  in  this  gal¬ 
lery.  During  the  past  year  several  minor  thefts  took 
place,  and  for  reasons  already  pointed  out  it  is  quite 
impossible  under  present  circumstances  to  prevent  these. 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  Gallery. 

A  slight  alteration  was  made  in  this  gallery  in  order 
to  show  the  specimens  to  better  advantage,  but  many 
structural  alterations  are  needed  in  order  to  properly 
display  the  specimens  at  present  on  exhibition.  The 
recolouring  of  the  cases  in  this  gallery  was  a  work  car¬ 
ried  out  during  the  year. 

Art  Gallery. 

Several  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Art  Gallery 
during  the  year-  In  November  last  I  submitted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  scheme  to  the  Trustees  for  their  consideration, 
but  no  action  was  taken  in  order  to  give  effect  to-  the  sug¬ 
gestions,  which  were  as  follow  :  — 

For  some  time  past  the  question  of  the  formation  of 
a  Tasmanian  historical  gallery  has  been  under  considera¬ 
tion,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  evolve  some  scheme 
whereby  such  a  gallery  could  be  provided. 

The  Royal  Society  of  Tasmania  has  a  magnificent  col¬ 
lection  of  early  historical  water-colours,  sketches,  &c., 
and  I  feel  sure  that  an  arrangement  could  be  entered 
into  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Museum  whereby  such 
pictures  could  be  put  on  public  exhibition. 

It  appears  impossible  to  hope  for  any  additions  to  the 
Museum  buildings  in  the  near  future,  and  if  such  a  gal¬ 
lery  is  provided  it  will  have  to  be  arranged,  at  any  rate 
for  a  time,  in  one  of  the  present  rooms. 

It  must  be  remembered  that-  this  institution  is  mainly 
for  a  natural  history  museum.  The  art  gallery  was 
added  later  as  an  adjunct,  but  no  funds  were  provided, 
for  its  upkeep.  The  present  galleries  devoted  to  natural 
history  subjects  are  already  overtaxed  with  exhibits, 
and  the  only  gallery  that  appears  available  is  the  present 
art  gallery. 

The  art  gallery,  at  the  present  time,  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  very  satisfactory,  and  until  special  funds  are 
provided  for  its  upkeep  and  extension,  I  fail  to  see  how 
any  material  improvement  can  be  effected.  There  cer¬ 
tainly  is  a  percentage  of  good  pictures  in  the  gallery, 
but  the  proportion  is  small  in  relation  to  the  whole  col¬ 
lection.  It  is  not  such  a  display  as  attracts  visitors, 
and  local  residents  are  often  free  with  their  criticism. 
Criticism  must  be  expected  to  some  extent,  however,  as 
the  first  essential  of  any  art  exhibition  appears  to  be  for 
it  to  arouse  criticism,  and  it  is  seldom  that  it  fails  in 
this  direction. 
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After  due  consideration,  therefore,  I  beg  to  recom¬ 
mend  tor  the  consideration  of  the  Trustees  the  follow- 

lng  plan  for  the  creation  of  a  Tasmanian  historical  gal¬ 
lery  :  —  -  ° 

1.  1  hat  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  be  asked 

to  co-operate  and  assist  in  placing  on  loan  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  historical  pictures  in  their  collec¬ 
tion.  (These  are  at  present  stored  away  in 
portf olios  and  are  seldom  seen.) 

2.  That  the  present  pictures  in  the  art  gallery 

except  those  that  relate  to  Tasmanian  subjects, 
be  removed.  Certain  of  the  pictures  could  be 
placed  in  other  parts  of  the  building  and  the 
l  emainder  will  need  to  be  stored. 

3.  That  the  present  art  gallery  be  rearranged  as  a 

I  asmanian  historical  gallery. 

In  support  of  this  plan  I  mention  the  following  •  — 

1  rovided  the  support  of  the  Royal  Society  Council  is 
obtained,  the  pictures  needed  are  already  available  to 
ment  endld  exhlbltion  from  the  very  commence- 

Such  an  exhibition  will  serve  to  arouse  interest  in 
1  asmanian  history,  and  be  the  means  of  securing  further 
presentations. 

The  cost  of  the  rearrangement  will  not  be  great.  The 
mam  expense  will  be  the  framing  of  the  pictures. 

Such  an  exhibition  gallery  would  not  only  arouse  local 
interest,  but  would  serve  as  an  attraction  to  visitors 
from  overseas. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  state  that  I  have  discussed  this 
proposed  plan  with  visiting  artists  and  other  authorities, 
and  they  have  expressed  strong  approval  of  the  idea.  I 
fully  agree  that  Hobart  should  have  a  general  art  gal¬ 
lery,  but  the  whole  question  is  one  of  accommodation 
and  funds  for  upkeep.  Considering  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  the  Tasmanian  Museum  and  Art  Gal- 
lery  is  placed,  and  the  splendid  and  valuable  historical 
pictures  that  are  at  present  stored  away  in  portfolios, 

I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  foregoing  suggestion 
will  be  beneficial  both  to'  the  institution  and  to  the 
general  educational  advancement  of  the  public.  It  is 
with  every  confidence,  therefore,  that  I  recommend  its 
adoption  by  the  Trustee®. 

A  large  number  of  presentations  were  made  to  the 
Museum  during  the  past  year,  and  certain  of  these  were 
of  considerable  value.  It  was  impossible1  to  place  many 
of  these  on  exhibition,  and  those  that  were  of  value  have 
been  stored  for  future  reference. 

War  Museum. 

The  position  in  regard  to  the  War  Museum  cannot 
be^  considered  at  all  satisfactory.  Parliament  voted 
£5000  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  but  owing  to  the 
financial  position  a  start  has  not  yet  been  made  with  the 
constructional  work.  Over  40  cases  of  very  interesting 
\\  ar  relics  are  at  present  stored  in  the  Government 
Stores.  Considering  the  very  great  interest  that  the 
\Var  Museum  has  aroused  in  Melbourne  (where  the 
Commonwealth  exhibits  are  on  view)  it  is  t o  be  hoped 
that  our  Tasmanian  building  will  be  erected  in  the  near 
future. 

Publications. 

Several  papers  dealing  with  Museum  specimens  were 
published,  chiefly  in  the  Papers  and  Proceedings  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Tasmania,  a  considerable  amount  of 
this  work  being  done  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  H.  H- 
Scott,  Curator  of  the  Victorian  Museum,  Launceston; 
and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  again  place  on  record  the 
harmonious  relations  existing  between  the  two  institu¬ 
tions. 

A  Tasmanian  Zoo. 

During  the  year  the  family  of  the  late  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Roberts,  of  Beaumaris,  approached  the  Museum 
authorities  in  regard  to  the  future  of  the  Beaumaris 


Zoo.  After  negotiations  with  both  the  Government  and 
he  City  Council,  the  latter  body  agreed  to  accept  as 
a  gift  the  animals  at  present  contained  in  the  zoo,  and 
to  provide,  together  with  the  Government  contribution 
for  their  future  public  exhibition.  A  site  has  been 
selected  on  the  Domain,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record 
that  the  zoo'  will  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact. 


general 


Field  Work. 

Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  office'  and 
routine  work,  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  do  much 
collecting  or  investigation  in  the  field.  Visits  have  been 
paid  to  Flinders  Island,  the  Midlands,  and  other 
localities  in  connection  with  the  Museum  work,  but  there 
are  several  other  districts  which  would  well  repav  visit¬ 
ing  as  soon  as  time  is  available. 

I  have,  &c. , 

CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Curator  and  Secretary. 

The  Trustees,  Tasmanian  Museum  and  Art  Gallery. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
BOTANICAL  GARDENS. 


Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  report  on  the  Botanical 
Gardens  for  the  year  1921-22. 

Pain  fall. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  1921  was  15-97  inches 
and  although  881  points  of  rain  have  been  registered  to 
the  end  of  June,  1922,  no  really  heavy  rains  have  been 
experienced.  The  subsoil  is  quid  dry;  Liny  of  the  large 
Junes  and  trees  are  suffering  severely.  The  deciduous 
trees  dropped  their  leaves  early  in  the  summer,  and  for 
several  years  the  beautiful  autumn  tints  of  maples,  syca¬ 
mores,  cratagus,  which  gave  during  the  late  autumn  so 
great  a  charm  to  the  gardens,  have  again  been  altogether 
missing.  lideed,  unless  we  get  copious  rains  during  the 

next  few  weeks  many  of  these  handsome  trees  will  be 
seriously  injured. 

Plant  Houses. 

In  the  conservatory  the  plants  have  received  careful 
attention.  The  display  of  tuberous-rooted  begonias, 
gloxinias,  calceolarias,  cinerarias,  and  pelargoniums 
being  very  fine.  In  the  intermediate  house  the  ferns 
and  palms  are  making  good  growth,  whilst  the  plants 
m  the  storehouse  require  a  much  larger  space  to  be  seen 
to  advantage. 

Bush  House. 

The  plants  m  the  bush-house  have  made  good  °r0wth 
The  rhododendrons,  camellias,  mollis  and  ghent  azaleas 
flowered  well  m  the  early  spring.  Lapageria  alba  and 
rosea  have  given  a  wealth  of  bloom  during  the  winter 
months.  ° 

Lcmns  and  Flower-becls. 

The  lawns  have  been  kept  in  good  condition.  The 
flower-beds  have  been  gay  with  a  succession  of  flowering 
plants,  phlox  drummondii,  petunias,  tuberous  begonias! 

vias,  dahlias,  sweet-peas,  cannas,  anemone,  ranun- 

fies.  P’  antlrrhmu“ls>  the  prominent 

Nursery  Yard. 

In  the  nursery  yard  a  fairly  large  stock  of  useful 
p  ants  is  grown  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the  con¬ 
servatory,  garden,  and  exchange. 

Labour. 

I  to  tender  thanks  to  the  Governor  of  the  Gaol 

for  additional  labour  supplied  throughout  the  year. 
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Hands. 

During  the  autumn  and  winter  months  the  I  X. L., 
Metropolitan,  and  North  Hobart  Bands  have  given 
selections  of  music  on  Sunday  afternoons  to  large  crowds 
of  visitors. 

Visitors. 

The  number  of  visitors  was,  approximately,  65,000 
for  the  year  ending  December,  1921.  It  is  pleasing  to 
record  that  an  ever-increasing  number  of  visitors  avail 
themselves  of  a  quiet  stroll  through  the  gardens  on  Sun- 
dav  mornings. 

J  O 

General  Remarks. 

The  borders  and  beds  generally  have  received  every 
attention,  a  good  supply  of  flowers  being  maintained, 
pruning,  tieing,  staking,  planting,  and  transplanting 
have  been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  The  whole  of  the 
broad  path  leading  down  the  centre  of  the  garden, 
asphalted  June  and  July  last  year,  has  been  given  a 
thick  coat  of  tar,  and  is  now  in  good  condition,  and  will 
stand  for  several  years  without  further  attention. 

The  superintendent’s  cottage  has  received  two  coats 
of  paint  on  the  outside;  this  work  was  badly  needed, 
the  paint  peeling  off  in  many  places. 

A  new  stove  has  been  obtained  and  reset  in  the  care¬ 
taker’s  ccttage,  at  a  cost  of  £10  17s.  6d. 

Seeds  from  Mount  Everest. 

I  have  received  several  packets  of  rhododendron  seeds 
from  J.  C.  Williams,  Esq.,  England,  gathered  on  Mount 
Everest  12,500  feet  above  sea-level. 

Water-supply. 

During  the  past  five  years  we  have  experienced  an 
ever-decreasing  rainfall  from  23  inches  to  15  inches,  loss 
averaging  something  like  8  inches  per  annum.  The  past 
five  years’  drought  has  killed  many  valuable  trees  and 
shrubs  through  lack  of  means  to  provide  artificial 
watering.  Many  of  the  remaining  trees  have'  lost  much 
of  their  former  vigorous  growth;  some  even  have 
not  sufficient  vitality  to  produce  fertile  seed.  Unless 
we  can  provide  a  sufficiency  of  moisture  to  the  roots  of 
these  remaining  plants  more  will  assuredly  die  in  the 
course  of  the  next  two  or  three  years. 

Thirty  years  ago  the  whole  of  the  water  supplied  to 
these  gardens  flowed  through  a  1-inch  lead  pipe;  some 
years  later  a  1-inch  iron  pipe  was  laid  down  over  a  small 
area.  In  1910  a  II -inch  pipe  was  laid  down  from  the 
Governor’s  front  gates  to  the  southern  end  of  the  gar- 
dens-  This  was  replaced  in  1914  by  a  2-inch  pipe.  This 
supply  allows  the  use  of  four  sprinklers,  or  only  suffi¬ 
cient  to  allow  of  water  being  applied  to  an  area  of  6 
acres.  The  pond  has  been  practically  dry  for  three 
years;  the  water-lilies  are  dying  out,  and  no  means  at 
hand  to  refill  the  pond.  There  also  is  about-  2  acres  of 
ground  prepared  for  a  lawn  in  the  centre  of  the  garden, 
formerly  used  as  an  experimental  orchard.  The  land 
is  ready  for  sowing,  water-pipes  are  laid  down  through¬ 
out  the  area,  and  all  that  is  now  wanting  is  a  larger  pipe 
to  give  the  necessary  supply. 

Government  House  receives  from  a  reservoir  built  in 
the  Domain  its  supply  of  water  thiough  a  large  iron  pipe. 
This  pipe  is  tapped  at  Government  House  front  gates, 
and  a  2-inch  pipe  from  there  provides  all  the  water 
used  at  the  Botanical  Gardens.  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  an  effort  be  made  to  have  an  independent 
supply  by  a  6-inch  pipe  flowing  from  this  reservoir 
direct  into  the  gardens,  which  I  feel  sure  would  give  us 
all  we  require  for  every  purpose  for  many  years. 

Plants,  seeds,  &c.,  received  at  the  Gardens  from:  — 

The  Melbourne  Botanic  Gardens. 

Launceston — Mr.  Frank  Walker. 

Goulburn,  N.S.W. — Goulburn  Nurseries. 

Cornwall — J.  C.  Williams,  Esq. 


Plants,  seeds,  &c.,  sent  from  the  Gardens  to:  — 

The  Melbourne  Botanic  Gardens- 
The  Sydney  Botanic  Gardens. 

Launceston — Mr.  Frank  Walker. 

Cornwall,  England — J.  C.  Williams,  Esq. 

Several  periodicals  and  papers  of  proceedings  were 
received  from  kindred  societies  and  gardens. 

I  have,  &c. , 

JOHN  WARDMAN,  Superintendent. 

Tc  the  Chairman  and  Trustees. 


THE  TASMANIAN  MUSEUM  AND  ART 
GALLERY. 

Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Year  Ending  3C )th  June, 

1922. 


Receipts. 

Government  grant- . 

Sundries . . . 


Payments. 

Balance  brought  forward,  30.6.21  . 

Salaries . 

Materials . 

Specimen  cases,  &c . 

Rates . 

Insurances . 

Repairs . 

Light  and  fuel . 

Office,  printing,  stationery,  &c . 

Telephone . 

Freight,  cartage,  &c . 

Bank  charges . •  •  ••• 

Balance  carried  forward,  1.7.22 . 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1,225 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

£1,232 

1 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

136 

3 

6 

723 

13 

4 

51 

8 

8 

155 

15 

0 

26 

10 

9 

27 

12, 

6 

43 

11 

3 

12 

14 

2 

36 

10 

11 

10 

10 

6 

5 

17 

4 

0 

18 

7 

0 

14 

6 

£1,232 

1 

0 

1st  July,  1922. 


CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Curator  and  Secretary. 


THE  BOTANICAL  GARDENS. 

Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Year  Ending  30 th  June, 

1922. 


Receipts.  £  s.  d. 

Balance  brought  forward,  30.6-21  .  9  17  10 

Government  grant .  1,300  0  0 

Sale  of  plants,  &c .  90  17  7 


£1,400  15  5 


Payments.  £  s.  d. 

Salaries  and  wages .  1,215  1  6 

Materials .  110  13  2 

Insurances .  2  16  3 

Light  and  fuel .  53  16  9 

Cartage,  &c . ’  3  7  3 

Telephone .  8  7  10 

Sundries .  1  19  9 

Balance  carried  forward,  1.7.22 .  4  12  11 


Total  payments .  £1,400  15  5 


CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Secretary  to  the  Trustees.. 

1st  July,  1922. 
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GOVERNMENT  PRINTER.  TASMANIA. 
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PARLIAMENT  OF  TASMANIA. 


THE  TASMANIAN  MUSEUM  AND  BOTANICAL 

GARDENS : 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  30™  JUNE,  1923. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  His  Excellency's  Command. 


[Estimated  cost  of  printing  (•280)--£3  14s.] 


THE  TASMANIAN  MUSEUM  AND  BOTANICAL  GARDENS:  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  30th  JUNE,  1923. 


During  the  year  8  meetings  were  held.  A  list  of  the 
Trustees,  together  with  their  attendance  at  meetings,  is 
shown  below :  — 


Official  Trustees — 

His  Honour  the  Chief  Justice  .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  Chief  Secretary  (Hon. 

J.  C.  McPhee)  .  1 

The  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Lands .  Nil 

The  Hon.  the  President,  Legislative 

Council .  N  il 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  House  of 
Assembly .  Nil 

Crown  Trustees — 

Hector  Ross,  Esq .  6 

Trustees  Elected  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Tasmania — 

L.  Rodway,  Esq.,  C.M.G.  (Chairman)...  7 

W.  H.  Clemes,  Esq.,  B.A.,  B.Sc .  7 

Dr.  W.  L.  Crowther,  D.S.O.,  M.B .  6 

W.  H.  Cummins,  Esq.,  A.I.A.C .  2 

J.  A.  Johnson,  Esq.,  M.A .  7 

Dr.  Gregory  Sprott,  M.D.,  C.M .  7 


Owing  to  the  small  vote  available  to  the  Trustees  it 
is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  find  funds  for  any 
major  improvements,  as  such  a  large  percentage  of  the 
vote  is  of  necessity  used  for  the  ordinary  routine  work 
of  the  Museum  and  Gardens. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  smallness  of  the 
staff  makes  it  impossible  to  open  the  Museum  on  Sun¬ 
days. 

The  Museum  is  terribly  cramped  for  room,  and  it 
is  desirable  that  if  the  Government  cannot  see  its  way 
to  build  a  new  wing,  they  should  at  least  construct 
an  Art  Gallery  under  a  different  roof,  and  so  provide 
increased  space  for  the  real  purpose  of  the  Museum. 
The  present  Art  Gallery  is  simply  an  incubus  to  the 
Institution. 

The  Botanical  Gardens  are  showing  the  result  of  the 
last  few  years  drought  in  some  of  the  rare  trees  dying. 
It  is  desirable  that  an  inclusive  pinetum  should  be 
added,  but  want  of  space  will  not  permit  this  being  done. 
If  a  portion  of  the  paddock,  at  present  forming  part 
of  Government  House  grounds  could  be  devoted  to  this 
purpose,  it  would  in  a  few  years  time  form  a  most 
valuable  addition. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees — 

L.  RODWAY,  C.M.G. ,  Chairman- 

27th  June,  1923. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  30th  JUNE,  1923. 

The  Tasmanian  Museum, 

2nd  July,  1923. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  upon  the  general  work  of 
the  Institution  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1923. 

General. 

The  general  progress  naturally  depends  to  a  large 
extent  upon  finance,  and  after  providing  for  the  neces¬ 
sary  routine  expenses,  only  a  limited  amount  is  avail¬ 
able  at  the  present  time  for  developmental  work.  Con¬ 
sidering  our  resources,  it  may  be  fairly  claimed  that 
the  progress  made  compares  very  favourably  with  that 
of  previous  years. 

The  Museum  as  an  Educational  Factor. 

Museums  are  regarded  by  many  people  as  being 
merely  a  collection  of  mounted  specimens.  As  regards 
modern  Museums  this  conception  is  incorrect,  for  to 
quote  an  American  authority :  ‘  ‘  The  modern  Museum 
now  stands  as  an  aggressive  force  in  education.”  As 
far  as  possible  we  are  striving  to  follow  this  idpal.  The 
display  and  labelling  of  exhibits  is  being  made  more 
with  the 'object  of  affording  opportunity  to  study,  than 
to  place  on  exhibition  a  number  of  freaks  of  nature. 
The  large  reference  and  store  collections  are  being  made 
more  readily  accessible  to  students,  which  factor  should 
be  of  material  assistance,  especially  to  those  doing 
research  work.  Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  out 
group  displays  and  other  modern  improvements  at  the 
present  time,  but  if  the  foundations  of  a  progressive 
educational  policy  are  laid  down  each  year  should  add 
to  the  superstructure,  so  that  in  the  course  of  time 
the  Tasmanian  Museum  may  become  a  valuable  educa¬ 
tional  factor  to  the  State. 

Recognition  of  the  Museum  as  a  source  of  informa- 
tion  is  rapidly  extending.  During  the  past  year  a 
large  amount  of  correspondence  was  necessary  in  order 
to  answer  enquiries  and  forward  information  to  many 
parts  of  Tasmania.  There  were  also  the  usual 
enquiries  from  overseas  concerning  Tasmanian  affairs. 

Purchase  of  the  late  A.  J.  Taylor’s  Private  Museum. 

The  purchase  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  private 
museum  of  the  late  A.  J.  Taylor  was  an  important 
event  of  the  year.  The  Museum  was  enabled  to  secure 
this  collection  for  a  very  moderate  amount,  with  the 
result  that  some  particularly  valuable  ethnological 
specimens  were  added  to  the  Museum  collection. 

Osteological  Exhibit. 

A  valuable  addition  was  made  to  the  exhibits  dis¬ 
played  in  the  Tasmanian  Gallery  by  means  of  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  osteological  exhibits  relating  to  the  Tasmanian 
marsupials.  The  need  for  such  a  comparative  collection 
has  long  been  felt,  and  the  collecting  and  mounting 
of  the  present  exhibit  has  taken  a  considerable  amount 
of  time.  Included  in  the  exhibit  are  two  very  fine 
articulated  specimens  of  the  Tasmanian  Marsupial 
Wolf  (Thylacinus  cynocephalus). 

General  Gallery. 

The  recolouration  of  the  cases  in  this  gallery, 
together  with  the  slight  rearrangement,  had  the  effect 
of  improving  the  appearance  of  the  exhibits  on  exhibi¬ 
tion.  This  gallery  is  the  largest  exhibtion  hall  in  the 
Museum,  and  if  it  would  be  possible  to  provide  the 
funds  for  same,  I  beg  to  suggest  the  advisability  of 
setting  aside  this  gallery  for  Tasmanian  Natural 
History  exhibits.  These  are  at  present  in  a  small 
gallery  on  the  ground  floor. 


Our  policy  of  late  years  has  been  to  concentrate  on 
Tasmanian  exhibits,  and  if  it  would  be  possible  to 
rearrange  our  Tasmanian  collection  in  the  large  gal¬ 
lery,  a  very  creditable  display  could  be  made.  Such 
a  scheme  would  entail  a  certain  amount  of  rebuilding 
in  connection  with  the  cases,  and  a  very  large  amount 
of  work  as  regards  classification  and  rearrangement  of 
exhibits.  The  major  part  of  this  latter  work  would  be 
carried  out  by  the  present  staff,  but  additional  assist¬ 
ance  would  be  needed  in  the  matter  of  rebuilding  the 
cases.  The  cost  of  this  alteration  should  not  amount 
to  more  than  £100,  and  by  careful  management  we 
might  be  able  to  obtain  this  money  from  our  ordinary 
vote  in  which  case  I  would  recommend  that  the  work 
be  -  carried  out. 

Tasmanian  Gallery. 

The  work  carried  out  in  this  gallery  included  revision 
of  the  fishes  on  exhibition  and  labelling  and  classifica¬ 
tion  of  a  large  number  of  these  specimens.  A  com¬ 
prehensive  exhibit  of  Tasmanian  mollusca  was  revised, 
and  an  effort  made  to  improve  the  lighting  in  order 
to  show  the  specimens  to  better  advantage.  Owing  to 
the  position  of  the  cases,  however,  no  very  great 
improvement  could  be  made,  but  should  the  Tasmanian 
gallery  be  transferred  to  the  large  central  hall  this 
exhibit,  as  well  as  others,  will  be  able  to  be  shown  to 
greater  advantage.  At  the  present  time  a  start  is 
being  made  to  label  the  Tasmanian  birds  on  exhibition, 
and  the  new  printed  labels  with  their  modern  nomen¬ 
clature  should  constitute  a  marked  improvement. 

Geological  Gallery. 

No  material  alteration  has  been  made  in  this  gal¬ 
lery.  A  conference  was  held  with  the  Secretary  for 
Mines  in  connection  with  the  proposed  revision  of  the 
whole  of  the  gallery,  and  as  a  result  the  Geological 
Survey  is  to  assist  in  this  work  it  is  hoped  to  carry 
out  in  the  near  future.  Such  a  rearrangement  has 
been  needed  for  a  considerable  time,  and  I  wish  to 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  promised  by 
the  Mines  Department. 

Tasmanian  Ethnological  and  Historical  Gallery. 

A  valuable  addition  was  portion  of  a  skeleton  of  a 
Tasmanian  aborigine  found  at  South  Arm,  and  pre¬ 
sented  bv  Councillor  E.  A.  Calvert.  The  Tasmanian 
Ethnological  collection  has  been  considerably  added  to 
during  the  year.  The  exhibits  in  this  gallery  are  a 
continuous  source  of  interest  especially  to  visitors  from 
overseas. 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  Gallery. 

The  whole  of  the  side  cases  in  this  gallery  were 
revised,  the  geological  exhibits  were  removed,  and  the 
cases  are  now  used  to  display  a  valuable  collection  of 
Australian  and  New  Zealand  Ethnological  exhibits.  I 
beg  to  suggest  that  as  soon  as  funds  are  available  that 
the  large  central  case  in  this  room  be  done  away  with, 
as  it  is  impossible  to  make  an  effective  display  with  the 
cases  as  they  are. 

Art  Gallery. 

A  fair  number  of  presentations  were  made  to  the 
Gallery  during  the  year,  also  a  number  of  pictures 
Avere  placed  on  loan.  It  is  pointed  out  in  previous 
reports  there  are  practically  no  funds  available  for  the 
Art  Gallery  proper,  and  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  for 
any  material  change  under  present  conditions,  as  far 
as  the  general  Art  Gallery  is  concerned ;  but  I  again 
desire  to  bring  under  notice  of  the  Trustees  the  pro¬ 
posals  given  in  detail  in  my  last  year’s  report.  Since 
the  publication  of  this  scheme  I  have  discussed  the 
matter  with  visiting  artists  as  well  as  numerous  local 
residents  interested  in  the  matter,  and  there  has  been 
a  very  decided  opinion  in  favour  of  the  proposals  out¬ 
lined. 
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War  Museum. 

The  position  in  regard  to  the  War  Museum  has  not 
changed.  The  whole  of  the  exhibits  are  stored  with 
the  Government.  There  appears  to  be  no  prospect  of 
the  War  Museum  building  being  proceeded  with. 

Publications. 

Several  papers  wei'e  contributed  during  the  past  year 
to  the  Papers  and  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Tasmania,  and  other  publications  concerning  natural 
history  matters,  many  of  them  dealing  with  specimens 
contained  in  the  Museum  collections.  A  certain 
amount  of  this  work  was  done  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
H.  H.  Scott,  Curator  of  the  Victoria  Museum,  Laun¬ 
ceston.  In  relation  to  publications  of  a  similar  nature 
I  might  mention  that  for  the  past  three  years  Mr. 
Scott  and  myself  have  been  devoting  practically  the 
whole  of  our  available  spare  time  apart  from  official 
hours  in  compiling  a  synopsis  of  the  Vertebrate  Ani¬ 
mals  of  Tasmania.  It  was  proposed  to  issue  this  as  a 
handbook,  as  a  need  for  such  publication  has  long  been 
felt,  and  although  the  subject  matter  was  treated  in 
a  semi-popular  way,  a  large  amount  of  research  work 
was  of  necessity  entailed  in  the  preparation  of  such  a 
work.  Unfortunately  the  Government  could  not  see 
its  way  clear  to  publish  this  work,  although  it  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society,  &c.  In 
order  to  assist  matters  I  personally  offered  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  half  the  cost,  but  even  this  proposal  was  not 
acceptable  to  the  Government.  Such  a  reception  is  not 
encouraging,  and  forces  upon  one  consideration  of  the 
advisability  of  transferring  one’s  energies  to  other 
spheres  where  such  research  work  meets  with  more 
general  recognition  and  appreciation. 

Museum  Handbooks. 

In  order  to  further  the  educational  activity  of  the 
Institution,  I  would  suggest  that  during  the  year  a 
commencement  might  be  made  to  be  publishing  small 
Museum  handbooks  concerning  certain  branches  of  Tas¬ 
manian  natural  history.  We  cannot  afford  to  issue 
regular  journals  or  memoirs,  such  as  the  larger 
museums  do,  but  I  certainly  think  we  could  find  funds 
to  issue  small  elementary  handbooks  from  time  to  time. 

Visits  to  the  Other  States. 

Visits  were  paid  to  Victoria  and  South  Australia. 
In  the  latter  State  I  attended  the  Congress  held  in 
Adelaide  by  the  Royal  Australasian  Ornithologists’ 
Union,  and  as  regards  Museum  matters  I  have  to 
thank  Mr.  E.  R.  Waite,  F.L.S.,  Director  of  the  South 
Australian  Museum,  for  many  courtesies  extended  to 
me  during  my  visits  to  the  South  Australian  Museum. 

Field  Work. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  carry  out  investigations 
in  the  field  to  any  large  extent.  The  main  excursion 
during  the  last  twelve  months  was  a  collecting  trip, 
made  in  company  with  Mr.  A.  R.  Reid,  Curator  of 
the  Beaumaris  Zoo.  Leaving  Hobart,  we  travelled 
through  the  East  Coast  to  the  extreme  North-East 
point,  forming  a  camp  at  Mussel  Roe  Bay,  where  a  few 
Forester  kangaroo  still  survive.  The  return  journey 
was  made  through  the  Midlands.  As  a  detailed  report 
has  already  been  presented  to  the  Trustees  there  is  no 
need  for  further  mention. 

Various  minor  excursions  have  been  carried  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  particularly  in  relation  to  relics  of  the 
Tasmanian  aborigines. 

I  have,  &c., 

CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Director. 

The  Trustees,  Tasmanian  Museum  and  Art  Gallery. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
BOTANICAL  GARDENS. 

The  Botanical  Gardens. 

Hobart,  June  23,  1923. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  report  on  the  Botanical 
Gardens  for  the  year  1922-23. 

The  rainfall  during  1922  was  26‘  18  inches,  an 
increase  for  the  year  of  about  10 J  inches.  This  wel¬ 
come  change  continued,  as  up  to  June  20th  of  this 
year  1 2*34  inches  have  been  registered.  This  amount 
is  giving  every  promise  of  a  thorough  soaking  to  the 
sub-soil.  The  large  pines  and  shrubs  are  giving  evi¬ 
dence  of  an  improvement  in  the  general  growth  and 
appearance.  The  maples,  sycamores,  chestnuts,  and 
cratagus,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  garden  were  for  the 
first  time  in  six  years  bright  with  autumn  tints  and 
berries. 

Conservatory . 

In  the  conservatory  the  plants  received  careful  atten¬ 
tion.  The  display  of  tuberous-rooted  begonias,  glox¬ 
inias,  calceolarias,  cinerarias,  pelargoniums,  and  primu¬ 
las,  being  very  fine.  The  palms  and  ferns  in  the  inter¬ 
mediate  house  are  in  good  growth,  whilst  the  stone 
plants  require  a  much  larger  space  to  be  shown  to 
advantage. 

Bush  House. 

The  rhododendrons  and  camellias,  mollis  and  ghent 
azaleas  provided  a  wealth  of  bloom  in  the  early  spring. 
Lapageria  alba  and  rose  a  wealth  of  bloom  in  the 
autumn  and  winter  months. 

Lavms  and  Flower  Beds. 

The  lawns  are  in  good  condition.  The  flower-beds 
gay  with  a  succession  of  flowering  plants,  phlox  drum- 
mondii,  petunas,  tuberous-rooted  begonias,  salvias, 
dahlias,  sweet-peas,  cannas,  St.  Bridget  anemone, 
rananculus,  tulips,  and  antirrhinums  being  the  promi- 
net  feature. 

Nursery  Yard. 

In  the  nursery  yard  a  fairly  large  stock  of  useful 
plants  are  grown  to  supply  requirements  of  the  con¬ 
servatory,  garden,  and  exchange. 

Labour. 

The  supply  of  labour  from  the  Gaol  has  been  of 
special  value  in  the  preparation  of  the  land  added  to 
the  Gardens,  without  this  assistance  the  land  could  not 
have  been  prepared  for  planting. 

Bands. 

During  the  autumn  and  winter  months  the  IXL, 
Metropolitan,  North  Hobart,  and  Derwent  Bands  have 
given  selections  of  music  on  Sunday  afternoons  to  a 
large  number  of  visitors. 

Visitors. 

The  number  of  visitors  was,  approximately,  55,000 
for  the  year  ending  December,  1922.  It  is  pleasing 
to  record  that  an  ever-increasing  number  of  visitors 
avail  themselves  of  a  quiet  stroll  through  the  gardens 
on  Sunday  mornings. 

Water-supply. 

Last  year  I  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Trust  a  report  on  the  inadequate  water-supply,  and 
although  a  better  rainfall  is  shown  for  the  past  18 
months,  the  lack  of  a  plentiful  supply  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  months  will  always  be  felt  until  a  six-inch  pipe  is 
laid  down  throughout  the  Garden. 
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Native  Plants. 

I  have  for  many  years  held  that  the  native  flora 
should  have  a  good  place  in  a  Botanic  Garden,  with  this 
object  in  view  have  endeavoured  to  get  together  as 
fairly  representative  a  collection  as  possible.  A  com¬ 
mencement  was  made  by  planting  out  100  specimens, 
principally  of  native  plants  secured  from  the  West 
Coast.  These  plants  have  done  remarkably  well  since 
planted,  and  it  is  the  intention  to  plant  out  this  spring 
a  further  collection.  The  land  has  an  area  of  about  2 
acres,  and  in  course  of  time  I  trust  will  be  one  of  the 
leading  features  of  the  Garden. 

Plants  and  seeds  received  at  the  Gardens  from :  — 

The  Director  of  the  Kew  Gardens,  London. 

Dr.  Clarke,  George’s  Bay,  East  Coast. 

Mr.  Judd,  Henty  Bridge,  West  Coast. 

Mr.  Walker,  Launceston. 

Mr.  Horton,  Willmott 

Mr.  Bash,  Mullibimiby,  New  South  Wales. 

Plants  and  seeds  sent  from  the  Gardens  to:  — 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Archer,  Eastbourne,  England 

Messrs.  Perrick  &  Co.,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Botanical  Gardens,  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Bash,  Mullibimiby,  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Jones,  Sydney. 

Mr.  P.  Myers,  Wellington,  New  Zealand. 

Several  periodicals  and  papers  of  proceedings  were 
received  from  kindred  societies  and  gardens. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  WARDMAN, 

Superintendent. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Trustees  of  the  Botanical  Gardens. 


THE  TASMANIAN  MUSEUM  AND  APT 
GALLERY. 

Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Tear  ending  30 th  June, 


1923. 

Receipts.  £  s.  d. 

Balance  brought  forward,  1.7.22  .  0  14  6 

Government  grant .  1,225  0  0 

Sundries .  24  15  1 


£1,250  9  7 


Examined  and  found  correct. 

E.  H.  Pretyman,  Auditor-General. 
Hobart,  10th  July,  1923. 


Payments.  £  s.  d. 

Salaries .  822  7  6 

Materials .  57  2  0 

Specimens  .  163  4  9 

Rates  .  29  0  0 

Insurance  .  27  12  6 

Repairs  .  54  3  9 

Light  and  fuel  .  20  18  11 

Printing,  stationery,  postage,  &c.  ......  35  9  4 

Telephone  .  11  13  0 

Freight,  cartage,  &c .  8  14  2 

Sundries .  15  0  0 

Balance  carried  forward,  30.6.23  .  5  3  8 


£1,250  9  7 


1st  July,  1923. 


CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Curator  and  Secretary. 


BOTANICAL  GARDENS. 

Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Tear  ending  30 th  June, 


1923. 

Receipts.  £  s.  d. 

Balance  brought  forward  .  4  12  11 

Government  grant  .  1,300  0  0 

Sale  of  plants .  97  5  5 


£1,401  18  4 


Payments.  £  s.  d. 

Salaries  and  wages .  1,214  6  0 

Materials  .  136  4  8 

Insurance .  2  16  3 

Light  and  fuel .  26  19  1 

Cartage,  &c .  Ill  0 

Telephone  .  8  16  11 

Sundries .  2  16  3 


£1,393  0  2 

Balance  carried  forward .  818  2 


£1,401  18  4 


1st  July,  1923. 


CLIVE  E.  LORD, 

Secretary  to  the  Trustees  ~ 


JOHN  VAIL, 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTER,  TASMANIA. 


